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Something About Boolis, the Men Who Write Bools, and Other Matters
Concerning the Literary Profession

ND words for editors have been
the rule of late, says a writer In
4 the Bookman, treating of “the
g editor's case.” It may be that
Leslie Stephen’s touching account
of his work on the Dictionary of Blography
has started the wave of compassion, or it
may be that fewer manuscripts than usual
bhave been returned. At all events, In the
columns of this magazine and elsewhere it
has been said, and we think proven, that
the editor is no monster, and some have
gone so far as to credit him with good In-
tentigns, decent manners and a rough no-
tion of what he wants. It is, however, a
false peace, due solely to the animal spirits
of a few happy contributors, meaning no
more than if an inebriated charity worker

were to toss a dollar to a tramp. The re-
Jation between editor and contributor is one
of the “imperfect affinities” described by
Charles Lamb. There are periodicals pro-
fessedly founded on mutual love, but they
are like those boarding houses which land-

ladies advertise as “‘all one family' —to be
avolded by any boarder who can climb a
tréee. Mr. Bliss Perry in a recent essay
on the analogy of boarding houses to maga-
sines has smid that as the landlady of the
Atlantic Monthly he does not particularly
like some of the dishes he serves. He
thinks that would be too much to expect of
any caterer and mentions a number of tal-
ented editors who in bringing contributors
and readers together suppreas their private
tastes, He might have added that the re-
Jation of caterer to green grocer, of editor
to contributer, is apt fo be cold-blooded,
And it is well known to all who have read
and boarded that geniality is Injurious alike
to editors and landladies, and that taking
their work as a whole it needs more erit-
jclsm than it recelves. They lie becalmed
on the habits of thelr majority, and they
need a blast from the discontented to muke

them go.
BEditors complain of abusive letters and
unreasonable demands. Landladies tell you

of vipers nourished ut a table that, If any-
thing, Is far too good. For all that, the
honest grumbier is the ally of progress and
the friend of man. Boarding up and down

the world this many a year, worn to the |

bone with table talk, a veteran of countless
boarding-house engagements and conten-
tious meals, we have learned that the com-
fort of the many hangs on the fury of the
few. The wrath of the party in the third
floor front, hideous though it be, tempers
the wind to the shorn iamb in the back
parior. The malcontent shakes his fist and
the beds of the meek are made in the
morning. Towels and food and heat are
no mere products of the arts of peace. They
are wrung by the fears of insurrection. It
is the voice of Rienzi in his bathrobe, the
oratory of some hallroom Hampden, that
brinigs these things to pass. So it with
printed matter, whether it be a magazine
or a dictionary of bicgraphy. It is absurd
10 say an editor knows his business. Edi-
tors, landladlies and kings never know their
business, but the Wat Tyler of criticism
helps them to learn. That is the main
int i» the boarding-house analogy and
r Perty left it out. Editors are far too
sheltered as a class. Only a small fraction
of the large volume of instructive denun-
ciation and ridicule ever reaches them. An
exploatve or sarcastic reader relives his
feelings In private conversation, and that
I8 as far as it goes. Time and again on
talking with editors you find them strange-
1y unconscious of opprobrium. With cer-
tain editors it 1s unsafe to take it for
granted that they know what the joke is
St themselves. They would not even
wink at a brothér augur. The critics of
. Stephen's great work were often utter-
unreasopable. No doubt he had ten let-
ters blaming him for an error in a day of
the week to dne that caught him in a glar-
ing misinterpretation of a man's whole
work. No doubt he was deluged with com-
Ints to the effect that Brown received
wo columns, and Jones, Incomparably the
ter, only one, while Smith, the Ineffa-
the peerless, was actually left out al-
together. Nevertheless, no work of that
class was ever done in a sluggard’'s heaven
of acquisence, and had it not been for the
pense a lively, captious and watchful few
even Mr. Stephen would have sometimes
rlept. No public-spirited citizen should ever
a chance to prick an editor or write a
letter about rapid transit and crowded
trains,

is

The Books
Boston Transcript.
In the current number of the Bookman
appears a list of twenty-six works of fiction
and each one of them has rounded the
hundred-thousand stake in the race for the
largest ciroulation. Some of them are in
the 40,000 class, and “"David Harum" heads
the procession with 727000, All the well-
Known names are included, those titles that
wWe bave all become perfectly familinr with,
even i we Ihu\'c not read the books, from
the advertising pages preceding the reading
matter in the magazines, where month after
month by the alluring aid of the miniature
reproductions of their covers, we have been
hpmed with lh“’ r"h‘h.rg-lt'l" li”;t!'til = {-f
the books “as= advertised. '

We Read.

We have no intention of hnun;inu the
tﬂllh that it pays o advertise, though
doubtless some of the poprlarity of these
"‘l‘(ll works of fiction” has been made. orp
8t least fostered, by thor aturactive an-
nouncements. Nor are we Inclined to com-
pare the relative values of the books, as
‘representing reiigious, evervdayv, or roman-
tic themes. What strikes us promine ntly
Just now Iz the immense amount of opti-
mism that these 660,00 books have scat-
tered throughouwt the land. That is approxi-
mately what they add up to. And if we
reckon three readers to ecach book, and then
note that almost without exception the tons
of the books Is cheerful, or idealistic. or of
the “hard-tussle-bur-end-well” variety, we
must stand, not aghast, but sirongly im-
wresged with the faet that some twenty
milllon readérs have assimilated it least

sonme optimistic attitudes of mind from these

ereations of contemporary American au-
thors,

Optimism has been naturally a very
mMrong motive forcee in the world A his-

Rerian of literature or clvilization will trace
with much pleasure and Ingenuity the prog-

ress of things as resulting from the com-
bats of optimism and ,essimism But of
'h’ two—and we have to ehoos one view
of things—we are inclined to cast the vote
decidedly for optimism. "'Pessimism. like ths
poor, Is always about us. We do not® in
chooging optimism, champion sugsr-and-
water literature. summer reading, the cup-
and-sancer comedy, the romantic novel as
our best forms of Nerature, or even the
most helpful, i the publle can assimilate
more serious lterary pabulum. But, being
optimistic, we are encouraged at this enor-
mous output of optimistic tletion It is di=s-
tinctly needed, or it would not be bought

and consumed
SBome time ago we slded strongly with the
Whrarians that belleve in the open shels

Hleives
and a beral supply of fiction, of which the
public may make unrestricted use, These
“l m‘”inll |“'_-'" 2 Or more me; :J"T;‘ll i by
are more proof that Action = pecded it
mav e Dbecause the every-day life s sn
hard. or miserable, or because In our « heor
"l belief that “‘It'= all coming it right’
we enjoy the confirmuation that the stories
Eive us,

Of course, wi recognize the dangers of a
daav-dreaming optimism., but that = not the
Eind that the American public gnathers
from its reading, We recognize also that
far more vital and sertous themes in lifs
might be the subjects of thought of these

milllons of readers; but to offset that lack
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we realize the fundamental emotiona of
love and hate and daring and sacrifice that
are strongly woven into all these stories,
We know that In many cases the characters
are romantic or strongly and heroically im-
possible, but it is also true that there are
David Harums and Virginians and other
mouthpieces of genuine Americans among
them that will atone for a certain lack of

problem and psychology in many of the
stories.

In the midst of our present life, when
labor unions and war and monopolies and
Iroquois theaters, and our own small

achievements are all about us to worry our
principles and conceptions of what is right
and Jjust, there seems to be no doubt that
we need a strengthening of our faith in
nthergs and in ourselves, We struggle
mutely, persistently to preserve it, through
church and Christmas, social service and
“thinking it all over.” The craving to “be-
lfeve'" manifests itself al=o, though in what
proportion it is impossible to say, in this
consumption of fietion. There is a reason
far more serious than amusement in the
circulation of twenty-six books that agegre-
gate nearly seven million copies.

The Age of Romance,

Youth's Companion.

“Talking of novels,” said a young jour-
nalist who had licgered after the club meet-
ing with half a dozen friends, “reminds me
of Ethel. I dropped in at my sister's yes-
terday and found Ethel—who i3 twelve—
with her eyes red and swollen. I didn't

like to make inquiries for fear it was a case
of family discipline, but presently her
mother turned to the child.

" "Ethel,’ she said, ‘1 really can’'t let you
read ‘JJohn Halifax™ any longer, or you will
have no eyes left." And Ethel lifted her
red eyelids: and stammered out, pleadingly,
‘Oh, please let me, mamma' I1'ma through
the erying part now, truly { am!" ™

A ripple of laughter ran round the group,
and then confessions began. One woman,
a physician of high standing, acknowledged
that when she was ten she had cried her-
self to sleep over the death of Uncas in
*The Last of the Mohicans."

Another, a brilllant soclety woman, said
that she took out a certain old-fashioned
Sunday-school book once a month regularly
for a year for the exquisite sorrow of weep-
ing over its heroine's pious death,

“Scottish Chiefs,” “The 0Old Curiosity
Shop,"” “Little Women' and “Evangeline”
had, it appeared, each claimed Its quota of
tears; and when one woman declared that
ghe ““wouldn’'t not have cried for anvthing,”
the sentiment met with unanimous though
merry acceptance. Although tear-compell-
ing fictlon was not to be recommended in
unlimited quantities, yet the “sweet sor-
row'" of those blurred pages of childhood
was remembered tenderly by these women
to whom the years had brought griefs and
dutles that dimmed the power of romance.

There are two sides to the guestion, of
course—there always are—when there are
not more. To become so absorbed in the
sorrows and fortitude of some beautiful and
unfortunate heroine that one forgets to set
the table or darn the stockings has not been
unknown. Yet Iin general it is under the
influence of these same heroines that the
child, unskilled as vet in reading the secrets
of the lives in her every-day world, begins
crudely enough, but honestly, to build her
ideals of courage, sweetness and patience.

For after all not even a twentieth cen-
tury curriculum can contain all the courses
in the school of life, and many a child has
for months or years a teacher not down
upon any pay roll. The child does not speak
of her often, but in her thoughts she is
honcred with capitals. She is She—her
Heroine,

Mr. Joseph Conrad.
New York Tribune.
The scene of Mr. Joseph Conrad’'s new
Nestory, “Nostromo,” is South America. It
is said concerning this author that he was

born in southern Poland and lived there
through his childhood a -farm. He
served in the French navy and was present
at the bombardment of Caracas: and when
he joined the English mercantile marine at
twenty-one he knew not one word of Eng-
lish. His “‘dropping Mt literature'” is
thus described by T. P.'s Weekly:

“He worked his way in a Lowestoft coal-
ing schooner from boy to able seaman,
passing from that by way of being night
watchman in Sydney harbor to mate of a
collier bound for Bangkok, reading Whyte
Melville, Darwin, Renan, Talne, Daudet,
Dickens, Addison, Tennyson, Miss Braddon,
reading omnivorously as sailors read, and
nearly first of all the English Bible that
was given him by a colporteur in Ratelinf
highway. In his first voyvage as an officer
his ship was on fire (as we may read in
Youth), and he saw the East for the
time as a boy in charge of a dingy. He
gought for gold up Malay. rivers in canoes:
he eommanded wool schooners on the coast
of Australia; he was in charge of steam-
ers and caravans on the Congo. His health
broke down. At a raflway bookstall in
Switzerland where he was making a ‘cure’
he saw the small vellow covers of a once
famous serjes of English short stores. The
idea came into his head that he might
write,"”

on

The “Call of the Wild.”

Philadelphia Press.

| “The ‘Call of the Wila’
in some men,” said a
Philadelphia Club the
most gnawing desire
ment to go to Korea
ing and get into ‘the
there. And I have heard
express the same wish in a
with a far-away look
take out our ‘call® in
nual hunting trips, but how can
compare with being in the midst
wiarlike scene where men are the
that' is hunted. 1 envy Dick Davis,
Fox, Marion Wright and the rest
lucky war correspondents with
soul. .

“*The story of the
cadio Hearne, the
of Japancse fairy is
in this country. not
who knows him, and hs
hiladelphia Every now
in him gets the
simply disappears,
of the Wild.' N thea oo sacred for
him to break, amd he over sixty now
Al one time he driited to Japan and mar-
riedd a Japanese woman.,. That was where
I first met hfm. His father was an Irish-
man of good birth and his mother a Greek
was lad was sent May-
nooth College, in Englund, but disappeared
and lHved a sort of gyvpsyv life {or yvears."
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The Inread BDooks,
Thomas Wentworth Higginson, in the

Atlantic.
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for which he possibly
obtain which he went
books on whose backs
a thousand times,
most lovingiy, until he has perhaps forgot-
ten the very Ihanguage in which they are
written He has never read them, vet dur-
ing these vears there has never been a dav
when he would have sold them; they are a
part of his vouth. In dreams he turns to
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Indianapolis Tech

nical Institute Will
Be Open for Students in September

Six Arsenal Buildings in Fine Condition Will Serve Admirably for School Pur-
poses...Plans of the Directors for the Trades and Technical

Divisions...Girls to Have a Department

T has been definitely decided that
ﬁ l the National Technical Institute |
shall have a department devoted

io wonmen When the school was
first planned this was hardly con-
sidered, 1t since such great progress has
been made in providing for boys, the direct-
ores came to thé conclusion that some pro-
vision shotld be made for girls, Just what

1 - " » *
work the women will take has not as yet

been considered and is to be left. wholly
to an advisory board composed of promi-
pent women., Who will be members of this

weman's board is not known, for the direct-
selections, but have
a pumber of women
will son ask to on this
character ot
s0 far, been

done but
matter; latelyv, however, the
begun to take the shape of an actuallty,
and the work has been taken up in earnest.
The only thing, however, that the directors
are definite about the woman's depart-
ment will be to fit women to earn their
iivelihood in the same manner as the trade
school of this institution fits men to earn
their living, by thoroughly teaching them
an occupation.

It i= already assured that the proposed
department will have a large endowment,
though the benefactor does not wish his
name given to the public. The sum which
he contributes puts it beyond a doubt that
this new venture in the institution will be
a success, and it Is thought others will fol-
low with endowments when the proper time
comes. When the department for women is
opened the institution will be conducted
partly on a co-educational and partly an
annex system. It is now proposed to have
the northern end of the ground, whi¢h lies
along East Tenth street, reserved for the
woman's building. There have been many
inquiries as to whether or not there would
be a girls" school in connection with the
other, and many expressed their opinion by
saying that, in an institution which wiil be

as large as this and which will be equipped
with every contrivance for learning all
gorts of trades, there should be a place for
girls to learn suitable callings. It was these
opinions, coming in so frequently, that had

ors have not made any
consideration
whom they
board. The

partment

uncer
mn serve
the woman's de-
indefinite,
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has, and
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much to do in influencing the board of
directors to take the step in forming a
woman's department, and before long the

course of study the women will take will
be thoroughly mapped out.

It has been definitely decided by the au-
thorities of the school that it will open
Sept. 14. Many have thought that it would
be impossible to get the school In working
order by that time, but because of the build-
ings that were formerly used by the govern-
ment when the place was occupied by the
arsenal, this will be feasible. It was a
great surprise to the directors of the Tech-
nical Institute when they came to investi-
gate the bulldings which it was thought
would amount to nothing. Every one of
them was found to be in perfect condition,
and there will be scarcely any expense at
all attached to repairing them. It will,
however,* put the institution to considerable
expense to get them in readiness for school
purposes, but the structures themselves
could hardly be in better order and were
found to be just what was wanted by the
institute.

SIX GOOD BUILDINGS.

The buildings that are now on the old
arsenal grounds are six. The main structure
is large and spacious and, like all of the
rest, is built of pressed brick. It is almost
like a new buiiding, for the government
spent $80,000 on it for repairs shortly before
the arsenal was sold. It is thought now
that this building, on account of its size,
will be used for the machine department.
However, the machine department will not

be ready for students before next year, as
it will take some time to equip and find
instructors for it. In this building will be
taught the machinist’'s trade, which is
geldom given as a part of the course in
trade schools. The one connected with this
institution will be one of the few in the
United States.

The building that was formerly used as
the artillery hall is also in excellent condi-
tion and will be an admirable place for the
teaching of bullding trades on account of
the large floor space Which is to be had.
Then there is the new power house on the
grounds, which was *erected only a few
vears before the place was sold and which

cost in the neighborhood of $0.00. This,
of course, will be very necessary for a
gchool of this kind, because electrical

power will be one of the chief essentials.
The building at present is not fitted up with
machinery, but contracts have already been
let for putting in the power. When this is
completed the place will be thoroughly
fitted out.

What was formerly used as the stable,
where the horses of the government were
kept, will be transformed into a chemical
laboratory. This stable is a Jarge structure
composed of brick and stone and is three
stories high. The barracks, which |is
located near the stable, will also be con-
verted into a chemical laboratory, as two
buildings devoted to this use will be neces-
sary. The architect is now drawing up the
necessary plans, and he says that there will

be no trouble experienced in changing the | will be for graduates of high schools, acad-
structures for their npew purpoOses 18 they emies and colleges, and will be similar to
aie¢ of such a substantial sort and well | the Boston, Armour and Lewis Technical
built. There are alsa two very handsome | institutes. The purpose of the trade depart-
residences on  thi grounds, which were ments is to provide voung men whe have
formerly used by the army officers who had | a bent for mechanics the opportunity of |
charge of the arsenal. These buildings will | acquiring a knowledge of some trade that
be used by the achool for recitavions. The will be to the possessor the means of liveli- |
rooms in both of these residences are large | hood.”
and spacious and as they have plenty of “Will this system be anyvthing like the
windows which admit an abundance of | apprentice system in shops?™”
light and ventilation, they will make admir- “No, the apprentice system, under which |
able places for conducting classes, i lads formerly learned a trade, = practi-
It must not be thought, however, that be- | cally a thing of the past. Conditions are
cause there are six buildings on the grounds | S0 changed that very few empioyers now
[hi Y AP gi{] th,‘tt_ Are nt O"f!'ll, I-'FI S '.-_‘T,il care to assume the T"Fl"'“:‘:ih”itr “{ tti’{'h."
others will have to be erected. Plans ars ing young men a trads Few realize how
now being drawn for these, but it has not | diticult it has become for young meén to
been decided to what use they will be put | obtain "that ecareful and thorough training
further than that one of them will be an | which is essential if they are to beocome
auditorium situated near the center of the | mechanices of the highest skill.™
grounds and of sufficient capacity to hold Mr. Tiickey was asked if there was any
a large number of people. Another, it is | particular system to be taught in this school
known, will be used as a library, and it will | such as the “Auchmuty’ system, which is
be constructed according to the latest and | very popular in trade schools.
most approved plans. The other new build- “It Is not fully decided,” he sald, “‘but
ingg will be used in the school department | it is fairly probable that the system of
and will be occupied by the students learn- | instruction adopted by the Indlanapolis

ing various trades.
THE OPENING COURSES.

On account of the lack of room it will be
necessary, when the school opens, to begin
with just one-half of the subjects -which
will eventually be taught. Altogether, the
various trades that will be learned at the
institution will number eighteen, but next
winter only nine of them will be taken up
and these will include only the bullding
trades. To complete the course in this
work will take ten months, which are divid-
ed into five months’ school years. The
trades will be taught the boys in a thor-
oughly practical manner and when a stu-

dent comes from the institute he will be
able to go into any shop and engage in a

workmaniike manner in the trade he has
learned.

As an illustration of how these trades
will be taught, the course which will be

given those who will learn to be electrical
workers can be taken. This does not in-
clude the science of electricity, but it teach-
¢s the students how to run wires, put in
telephones and different instruments of that
kind. This course is divided into four parts,
the first being designated as beill work. This
covers thirty subjects and begins by having
the student name the tools and ends by
having him setting telephones. The sec-
ond part is divided into eleven subjects
and ig for putting in burglar alarms The
third’is electric gas lighting, which has nine
subjects, and the fourth is electric wiring
and lighting; the last has thirty-three sub- |
jects, making in all eighty-three to be cov-
ered by the pupil in ten months, There
will also be a post-graduate course conduct-
ed by the institute and students in all
branches can take it if they so desire.

Prof. Stanley Coulter, of Purdue Uni-
versity, has been chosen to the office of
dean of the Technical Institute, and will
accept. The board of directors think them-
selves very fortunate in procuring =o able
a man as Professor Coulter to fill this
position. One of the unique features of the
institute, and one which all of the officers
heartily approve, is the manner in which
scholarships are to be given. There will
be no charity students in this school, that
is, nmo absolutely free scholarships. The
scholarships, which will pe numerous, will
only be loaned to the students getting
them. They will have to give their per-
sonal note, which will be due in ten years,
and this note will bear no interest. When
the student pavs it back the scholarship
will again be used for another poor boy.
This will also have a tendency to put all
the students on an equal footing and there
wiill be no humiliation feit by any of
them.

The Rev. 8. C. Dickey, president of the
Technical Institute, was seen last night
in his apartments at the Blacherne. He
was asked by the interviewer what would
be the effect of such a schoo] as the Tech-
nical Institute in trade unions, and in reply
sald:

“That i= a quesrion which has often been

asked me and one which I have never been
prepared to answer until I made a
thorough investigation of the subject by

traveling and visiting quite a number of
trade schools. 1 ean say that such schools
will have no effect whatever on trade
unions and, in fact, the unions are for the
most part heartily in favor of them.”

“What becomes of the different things
that are made in such a school?" asked the
questioner.

“The school,” said Mr. Dickey, “will pur-
chase all of its own materials to be used in
the various shops, and whatever is built
by the senior students is torn down by
those in the junior class.™

Mr. Dickey waf asked if it were not an
advantage to the yvounger students to tear
down the work of thelr seniors and if it did
not give them an insight into the construc-
tion of the different things made, and he
sald:

“Yes; It is a great advantage, and in-
structors in other trade schools say that

students learn considerable in simply tear-
ing to pieces what the others have built,

THE BOYS TO BE REACHED.
“The National Technical Instituté,”” con-
tinued Mr. Dickey, “is solely for the 97 per
cent. of boys who do not reach the high
school and find it necessary to go to work.
It will fit them in such a way that they are
better able to cope with the battles of life
and be on an equal footing with their fel-
low-men'’ %
“How is the school to be managed?”
“This school in Indianapolis,” was the
reply, “‘is to have two departments—the one
technical, the other trade. The technical

trade department will be that which you
have named. Under this system a course
of instruction is arranged by which
the practical and theoretical branches of
the trade are taught, so manual trade
skill is not only acquired, but the scientific
principles that underlie the practical are
also taught. In the training of young men
for the handicrafts the combination of the
trade school and the workshop Is best
guited to modern conditions: the schools
to give the young man a knowledge of how
to use his tools, how to do the work and
the theory of the trade, and the workshop
to give him experience, facllity and speed
of execution.”™

“How are the different courses of studies
outlined?"’

“For each trade taught at the school,”
said Mr. Dickey, “'a course of instruction is
prepared which outlines in detail what work
the student is required to go through and
the order in which the work is to be per-
formed.”’

“The first exercises given the student are
extremely simple, are they not?’ was
asked.

“Yes, at first the student is put on work
that is very simple, but as skill and a
workman-like use of the tools are acquired
he is advanced to tasks that are more diffi-
cult and complicated until he {is made
familiar with the various branches of the
trade.”

A PRACTICAL INSTITUTION.

“Your aim, of course, is to make the
work as thoroughly praectical as possible?”

“The work given the students will be
thoroughly practical; there is no doubt of
that. The sclentific instructfion imparts
knowledge of the trade that is of the high-
est value and is given by means of care-
fully prepared lectures, manuals, diagrams
and experiments. Mechanics of high skill
and long experience, with adaptability to
teach, will be employved to act as instruc-
tors, and each student will receive indi-
vidual care and attention. Careful ex-
planation will be made of every step of the
course, and the instiuctors will be found
constantly among the students.™
Mr. Dickey wuag asked if there was not
greater advantage in learning a trade
under the present trade’school system than
under the old way of going into a shop as
an apprentice to learn it.

“A comparizson between the present day
method of learning a trade in a, shop and
the trade school system,” he said, "clearly
shows the advanfage which the latter of-
fers young men. In former times a young
man was employved simply to make himselt
useful about the shop, and neither the
master nor the workmen had the time to
wrive him the instructions he should have
received. What knowledge he obtained the
lad himself acquired by observation, and
as a result of the negiect of proper teach-
ing his progress was slow and he ofteu
gained a limited knowledge of the trade.
In the coming technical school every en-
deavor will be made th advance the student
in the trade he is learning, and by reason
of the ¢tare that is devoted to his instruc-
tion, in a very short time he understands
how to use his tools and is capable of do-
ing work that makes him of value to ais
employer.”

“ls there to be a night school connected
with the ipstitution?”

P

“It is planned.,” said Mr. Dickey, “to
have both day and evening classes. The
day classes, which, as they are open to

the beginners as well as to those who are
working at a trade, will make It possible
for voung men who reside in distant lo-
calities to obtain the advantage of the
schoonl. The experience of trade schools is
to the effect that the student can complete,
by attendance upon day classes, a course
of study in one-third the time which he
can by attendance upon evening classes."”

“What will be the requirements of a
student entering this institution?”

“The only requirement of the student en-
tering the trade department will be that
of good moral character, an ability to read
and write, and a written statement of his
purpose to be obedient to the rules of the
institution and diligent in acquiring the
trade he ig to learn.

“Another thing that I want to impress
upon the people of Indianapolis, and espe-
cinlly those who live near where the insti-
tute is to be located,”” concluded Mr.
Dickey, “is that we will have no dormi-
tories and consequently the students will
have to find places to sleep. As many of
the students will not have a great amount
of money it will be necessary for them to
find boarding places that are reasonable
as to price. We want every one who has
room to take some of these bhoys at as rea-
gsonable a rate as possible, and in this way
many people wiill have the opportunity to
help the institution In its work.”

he knows what a differential equation i=;
“how happy could he be with either.” He
awakens, and whole shelves of his Hbrary
are, as it were, like fair maidens who smiled
on him In their youth but once, and then
passed away. I'nder different circum-
stances, who knows but one of them might
have been his, but they have grown old
apart from him; still for him they retain
their charme. He meets them as the ever-
delightful but now half-forgotten poet Praed
meets his “Belle of the Ball’™” in later years.
““For in my heart's most secret cell
There had been many other lodgers
And she was not the ballroom’s belle
But snly Mrs. Something Rogers."

So in my case, my neighbors at the Har-
vard observatory have solved the differen-
tial equations; my other neighborg, the
priests, have read—let us hope—the He-
brew psalms;: but I live to ponder on the
books unread,

*The Last Page.’
It 1s ““womanlike."" we know,
Yet when we plek up a book
We read but a page or so
Then we take a quiet look
At the last page—at the end—
And we fear no wild alarms
That the subtle plot may send
If “"he’’ has ““her' in hiz arms.

Then we start to read again;
Chuckie ut the hero's woes,
At rles all in vain,
L.augh becauseé he never knowss
That the da young and fair,
Who his vaws of love has spurned,
Wil be meekly walting there
When the final page is turned.

his sirus

e |

And the villain—all his fun

Would be rendered flat and spolled;
All his schoemes, s0 well begun,
Would be very tamely folled

he knew the soecret
Knew the truth his heart to launt;
What the heroine would do

How she'd tell him TAvaunt

1f

TOwn

Lo il
Often when the hero seams
Just about to leave the race—
Thinks his re fdle dreams,
And the ids too great to face;
the hercine—when she
Wanders "round if despair—
We turn to the and see
How it winds up, happy. there,

Nnow's d

i
full

Father's rage, or
Scheming, shrewd adventuress
Make the hero all forlorn,
And it's tickiish, vou'll confess
But we inwardly advise
“Cheer up! 'his will soon b«
For the last page makes us wise
There he mMmurmurs “"Mine at
—W. D. Neshit, in Chicago Tribune.

mother's scorn:

past?*”

1]

last!

Harper's Three Editors,
Newspaperdom.
The statement in the
press that George Willlam Curtis was editor
of Harner's This

though Mr

frequently

APDCArs

Magazine is not truae,

h Curtis for vears condueted the
“Editor's Easy Chair.” As a matter of
history, Harger's Magazine has had but
three editors slnee {ts inception in 1S9, The
first editor was Henry J. Ravmond, who
founded the New York Times one year aft-
erward. He was succeeded by Dr. Alfred
H. Guernsey, and Dr, Guernsey by Henry

M#ls Alden, author of “God in His World,”
and “A Study of Death.” Mr. Alden has
occupled the editorial chair of the magazine
for about thirty-five years. Before going to
the Harpers he had taught, and had written

editorials for the New York Evening Post

and Times. He was first associated with
the Harpers as editor of their Pictorial |
History of the Civil War and later was |

offered an editorial position on the Weekly. |
Mr. Fletcher Harper, who edited the Week- |
ly, sald to Mr. Alden, then a young man|
of twenty-six: !

philosophy. ©On the other hand, the late
Henry Seton Marriman left a fortune of
maore than $250,000. He left a legacy of $25,.-
) to Evelvn Beatrice Hall, “in token of
my gratitude for her.continued assistance
and literary advice, without which I should

never have been able to have made a liv-
ing by my pen.”
Mr. Herbert Spencer's autobloggaphy

will appear in May. He calls it **a natural
history of myself,” which will certainly
prove to be a misnomer. The only natural

“Do you think you could manage the |, .,y which any man ever wrote of him-
Weekly?" And Mr. Alden replied with mod- | (06 0 0 iR ussean’s Confessions. ' and
esty and tact: r 5 e e lemind

fioa X = e na . | that was not truthful enough from begin-
h.-]lu-nllhlﬂk.‘ﬂl‘“ ‘L.‘;::Il(: l]?.l“; ‘."-l'.m\.._‘,";,q ‘It--i?l-rlli:- \ ning to end to deserve such a title, But
“--l-, made edit f }i"' Herd ‘“‘,{ vantne It | Mr. Spencer’s autobiography will be inter-

"E, INA0S CAIoE O arper's Magazine. esting and valuable even if it is not sci-
is interesting to record that the first manu- <

script he read in his new capacity was
short story by Louise Chandler Moulton.

d

Literary Notes.

Miss Mary Johnston, author of “Audrey™
:_nu'! “Te Have and To Hoid,” plans to sail
for the Mediterranean this month and ex-
pects to spend a vear more in Sicily.

The last book of the late Charles Godfrey

Leland is coming out in London. It is
entitled **“The Alternate Sex, or the Female |
Intellect In Man and the Masculine i |
Woman.™ |
Mr. W. Clark Russell’s new novel, “*Aban-

doned,” has a curious plot. It turns upon

the aversion which a sea captain’'s wife con- |

{ celves toward her husband on the very day

of their marriage. |
Ancient MSS. arc =till to be found. The |
archivist of Montecassino has just discov- |
ered in that famous abbey a parchment
containing historical matter of importance
hitherto unknown, and bearing upon the
period of the struggle between Gregory
VIl and Henry 1V

Within the last few vears a number of
vialuable books, most of them in a [fair
state of preservation, have been found in

|

the book stores and second-hand stores of
towns In Indian Territorv. The latest re-
ported is a second editlon of Dean Switt's
“Tale of a Tub,” printed in Dublin in 176 |

From 8St. Moritz comes word that illl!}
Cailne, who fled to the Riviera recently Inl
recover from neérvous breakdown, is de- |
cidedly better The novelist, however is
not yet up to doing any literary work, and
the appearance of his new novel, ““Ths
FProdigal Son,” is likely to be delayed for
quite a while

Dr. Samuel Smiles, the author of “Self
Help"” and kindred works, g now very old,
but he maintains his interest in literature,
For a man of hig venerable vears to be
st11l active 18 indeed remarkabls In his
ninety-second vear, he s abowt 1o I--_,h',,_-'n
a new hook so far removed from those with
which his fame (s associated that it deals
with the “‘relations between chemical con-
stitution and physical properties.'’

The estiate of the late Herbert Spencer
has been valued at something slightly over
S0, B0 much for the ‘“returns” of

entifically true ;_.rul exhaustive, and it will
be jooked for with unusual interest,

Miss Hildegarde
book, "A Country
this spring is a
Hawthorne and a
Nathaniel Hawthorne, She was taken
abroad as baby and lived in Eng-
land and on the continent for a dozen
or more vears. Sinee then, she has led a
more or less wandering existence, mostly
in America, but spending two years in the
Island of Jamacia and another vear in
France and Italy. Miss Hwthorne is now
living at Yonkers on the Hudson, and the
0 of her story is laid at a country
place on this river. 8Sheé has previously
been known through her short stories and
poems which have appeared in many of
the leading magazines,

If Japan has not always been discrim-

Hawthorne,
Interlude,” is published
daughter of Julian

granddaughter of

whose new

a

inating in its tastes for American and
English literature, it at least is far ahead
of us in one regard, if a writer in the
March Critic is to be believed. He says,
until recent yvars at least, novel writing
has not been looked upon as a respectable
profession in Japan; that the public
would not permit it to be called “"gentle-
man's work,' and that it was regarded
“an unpardonable diversion of unworthy
Il!'ll(.i'-::':" ; H-:-H:. it must be h!'“l".'!‘lt‘
s 10 be f'-.'lfill one -I[ the I'h]!-f "l"mt'l]tﬁ
of Japan's strength and greatness, Strong
and able-bodied men have not been per-
mitied to write “'best sellers” and still
be called gentlemen; nor gentle girls to
write 1.5 shockers, and still be called
liltl!t‘-‘ﬁ

The Jenlous Reprint.
Of hand-mads
And elothed

A numbered cony,
That twenty-five

paper, deckle-edge,
ushed Levant, am 1,
with a pledge

& the world's supply;

in o

Yet high upon the shelf | pine,
Day In, day out, and year by year,
Untouched by him who ealls me "‘mine,**
Like any conunon Elzevis
But he, in rusty parchment clad,

A battered vagrant, foxed and flea'd,
Has all to make him proud and glad,

He's not for show, he's kept w read.
For him there's camaraderie,

The vasy chalr, the glowing log.
While I must sleep, content to be

An item i & catalogue,
—A. M., il the Critic.

L

both |

| ature for January was 179, which is the |

Former Artillery Hall, to be Used for Building Trades Department

Bﬁcial Closing of _Winter

Leads to Talk {\bput Weather

Though the Season Was Unt jually Cold There Is No Reason to
Think Climate is Changing... A Glacial Theory

HE official closing of winter has
taken place. It occurred on the
1st of March. There may be other
cold days during this month, and
even next, but they will not be

recognized as part of the winter, for the

government says that December, January
and February shall constitute the three
winter months, and if there are any cold
spells beforé or after this they are not
counted in as part of the winter, but only
as extremely cold days in elther spring or
fall. This last winter has been one of the
coldest that the local weather bureau has
had to deal with for a number of years.

No one who has had to go out of doors

much this winter but has realized that it

has been very cold for three months, but
the temperature has not only seemed cold,
but it has been officially cold, and there is

a decided difference between mere personal

impressions and officlal figures in the mat-

ter of the weather. It is remarkable when

the two are sometimes compared what a

great variance is manifest.

As an instance of this, the other morn-
ing the city was shiverihg with an arctic
temperature. As a' matter of fact It was
not unusually cold for a winter morning,

but the fact that the wind was coming
from the northwest and was blowing what
cold there was across town at a forty-mile
clip, pressing it against the chilly faces
and through every crack and barrier of
warm clothing, made it secem fifteen de-
grees colder than it really was. There
have been many such days during the last
winter, but then there have been quite a
number when every one, indoors.and out,
realized that it was cold and needed no
official figures from the weather man to
prove f{t.

The weather bureau has been established
thirty-three years, and there is on record
just one winter colder than this last one, the
difference between the two being very little.
In the winter of 1885-8 the mean tempera-
ture was 23.6, and this last winter it was
23.8, which made a difference of two-tenths
of a degree. That was all that kept this
winter from being a record breaker, and as
it is it will give the *‘oldest inhabitants™
something to talk about until the mnext
record-breaking winter comes along. The
old weather prophets have been reciting
tales of the cold and hardships that oc-
curred In the winter of 1885-8% ever since
that year, and because several of the pre-
vious winters have been exceedingly mild
many of them thought that a change of
climate was taking place, and that this
whole part of the country was getting
warmer; but the cold weather of the three
last winter months, which started along in
November, exploded this idea, and those
who predicted the change of climate had
to look for excuses for the return of the
cold weather,

Another thing that made this winter =o
disagreeable was that it was very stormy,
and there was snow on the ground the
greater part of the time. There is an old
saying that is familiar to everyvone that
on whichever day of the month the first
snow falls there will be that number dur-
ing the winter. Just the exact number that
was to occur this winter is rather confus-
ing from the fact that each one who made
a prediction has a different number, and on

inquiry among many of -the old Inhabitants
it was found that the snowfalls would be
between twenty-five and thirty-nine. Now
the question is, what constitutes a snowfall?
Is it every time a few flakes fall from the
sky, or does it take a whole day of snowing
to make one snowfall?
WHAT A SNOWFALL IS.

W. T. Blyvthe, who has charge
local weather burecau, when asked

many snowfalls had occurred this last win-
ter, wanted to know what the questioner
called a snowfall, whether it was a mere
trace of snow or a day's snowing. The gov-
ernment does not recognize a snowfall un-
less when it melts it will be equal to one-
hundredth of an inch’of rain. To get this
it generally take a whole day of snowing,

s0 practically a snowstorm that lasts twen-
ty-four hours is looked upon as a snowfall
by the government. There were twenty-
four snows last winter that the government
recognized as snowfalls, which s an ex-
ceedingly large number for this locality.
And the falls of snow altogether, counting
traces which the average person would
think was a snowstorm, were thirty-eight,
so the man who prophesied thirty-nine
came very near getting it right.

December of last yvear was an exception
from the fact that it was colder than that
month generally is. The mean temperature
for December last winter was 24.2 degrees,
which is considerably below the normal
average, and therefore it was the coldest
December that the weather bureau has any
record of. The same month in the winter
of 136 was much warmer, the mean tem-
perature heing 32.2. This winter's Decem-
ber average was five degrees lower than
that of the same month in the preceding
vear, 1902, which was on the whole a rather
mild winter. The warmest December was
in J889, which was a comparatively warm
wiffter., The mean temperature for that
month during that vear was 468,

January, which is always known as the
coldest month of the year because it is in
the middle of winter, had an average tem-

™
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perature of 22 degrees. This, however was
not the coldest January that has been
known, for it had one prmlﬂ-‘,sm__,- which

holds the record. In 1863 the mean temper-

coldest month on record. In 1575 the aver-
age temperature of this month was lower

| than during last winter., That vear the
mean temperature was 198, A year ago
the mean temperature came up to 26.8. In

thirty-three years there have been elghteen
Januaries where the temperature has
ranged between an average of 22 to 28 de-
grees, This is a lower temperature than
any otheir winter month has for there have
only been fifteen Februaries in which the
range of temperature was between 2 and
29, and of this same month there were
seventeen where the average was hetween
30 and 39. In 1882 the average temperature
of February was 42 degrees. In January
there have only been twelve in thirty-thres
years where the mean has ranged between
o) and 38 degrees. . In the month of Decem-
ber the records show warmer weather and
there have been twelve Decembers where
the mean temperature was between 24 and
29, while there have been sixteen with
average temperature between 31 and 29,
FEERUARY'S TEMPERATURE.
February, for the first three weeks, was
going ahead steadily as a record-breaker.
Then three warm days occurred, They

were not summer days by any means. but

an

| they were warm compared to what had
been. These days were the 21st, 224 and
23d. which brought the mean temperature
for the month up again toward average
figures. After that came another dcold
wave, =0 that February averaged very well
with the other winter months. The mean
temperature was 25 degrees, so it did not

turn out an abnormally cold month, al-
though it was cold.

The difference between last winter and
the other cold winters was, so say the
weiather bureau men, that it was prac-
tically one long cold wave. Heretofore,

while there would be one or two days with

-—

the temperature ranging several degrees
below zero there would be an interruption
of a few days of warmer weather. This
last winter, however, was one continual
steady pull, but the only day that the tem-
perature remained really low was on Jan.
27, when the thermometer registered 7 be-
low zero. On Feb. 4 the mercury went
down to 3 below, and on Dec, 28, the day
after Christmas, it registered 4 below zero.
Of course these are official figures and will
be disputed by the person who has a ther-
mometer hanging on the front porch, which
he consults every hour during extreme
weather, tor there is considerable difference
between the thermometers that the gov-
ernment has at the weather bureau and
those owned by the average person. Thoss
of the government are up high, where
nothing interferes with their registering
what the temperature really is, while the
other, down on the street, or on a porch,
may be so situated that the wind coming
from only one direction will hit it directly
and thus make the mercury fall a degree
or twao.

As far as cold days are concerned, several
during previous winters have been conside
erably colder than any day of last winter,
An instance of this was on Sundayv, Jan. 15,
1883. The temperature on that day reached
1§ below zero and practicaily stayed there
all day. Thai was during the time that
natural gas was used exclusively, but it
was not equal to the occasion on that day.
It was necessary for a number of churches
to dismiss their congregations on account
of not having enough heat to warm the
brildings, and there was great suffering
among people of all classes. That winter,
ag 2 whole, however, was a comparatively
warm one, ang that spell of weather, which
came in January, was the only one of any
consequence during the whole winter. Thera
have been several ofher times in the last
few yvears when the thermometer went to 10
and 14 degrees, but did not remain thera
more than a day. In fact, it seems that
it is during the mild winters when these
extremely cold days occur, but warmer
weather generally follows,

DR. CLARK'S THEORY,

An interesting theory has been advanced
in the last few weeks by Dr. John Mason
Clark, paleontologist for the State of New
York, who contends that we are yet in the
glacial period, and that we can expect such
relapses into cold weather as we have just
experienced almost any winter, He says,
in support of his theory:

“Man is still living in the glacial period.
The prevalent idea that the ice age was a
remotely distant epoch in the earth's his-
tory, that it disappeared long ago and was
fnlluw:'o'--'l by changes which tremendously
modified the face of nature in the latitudes
of this country, is a very imperfect one.

"“We are not exactly living about the edge
of an lce cap, but we are certainly living
within the sphere of influence of the dimin-
ished remains of the anclent glacial sheet.

“To-day from Greenland to New York
harbor eastern America i in the grip of
the ice as never before during the memory
of the living. Last summer was cold and
s0 was the summer before. It Is natural
that apprehension should be often ex-
pressed that the climate of these latitudes
is actually changing for the worse, but it is
probably true that this is the ordinary and
normal oscillation In temperature periods
which accompanies the tapering-off of a
longer-continued period of refrigeration,

“Northern latitudes during the culmina-
tion of the last ice age were sheeted for
thousands of years, and it takes long to
efface such a condition. Though, with the
breaking-up of the ice sheet and the with-
drawal and disappearance of the local gla-
clers resultant floods and concomitant
changes in the elevation of the land pro-
duced the effect so profound as to actually
give birth to our present topography, vet
we are to-day in the midst of these pro-
CesSses,

““The ice age prevails and the northern
ice cap has not reached its minimum. There
is plenty of evidence that glacial man still
exists in New York.™

In a thousand years or so Dr. Clark thinks
that it ought be perceptibly warmer here
both in winter and summer. Another in-
teresting thecry of the paleontologist is
that if we had a series of volcanic eruptions
such as occurred in the West Indles two
yYears ago one effect of them would be to
walm the atmosphere considerably. “When
Pelee and Im._‘Snul’ricre went off a couple
of yvears ago,” he said, “a remarkable fea-
ture of their discharge, especially at Pelee,
was the outpouring of tremendous quantite
ties of asphyxiating gases, chiefly carbon-
dioxid. Tt was this that caused the terrific
destruction of Jife. Such discharges of
carbon-dioxid into the earth’'s atmosphere
help to make the earth warmer and if
there should come soon a season of general
volcanle activity throughout the earth we
might reasonably look for a change in cli-
mate not only warmer but more equable,
A series of volecanic cataclysms may there-
fore warm up the climate at any time, but
otherwise we can hardly expect to get
pérpetually warm or to escape the prob-
ability of more such winters as this for a
good while yvet.”

THOMAS JEFFERSON'S MISTAKE.

Mr. Blythe, of the local weather bureau,
is very skeptical about the causes of cold
winters and sayvs that they are only natural
and that there are no atmospheric changes
taking place, neither does he put any faith

in the glacial period theory that is ex-
pounded by Dr. Clark. Mr. Biythe thinks
that it is all in the natural course of
things, and he says the causes of different

are 20 obscure that it
matter to tell just what
When asked if there was
in the claim that often made
climate is changing he sald there
was not,. and that we now have the same
old climate we have alwaye had. He con-
tends that If we hlave Lwo Very warm sum-
merg and winterg together people begin to
think that the climate Eetting warmer,
and if the weather remaing cold, as it was
last summer and this winter, they %m-
mediately come to the conclusion that the
climate is getting colder and that it will not
be many vears until we will be all dressed
in bear skins and Hving in ice like the
Eskimo. He further sald:

“The weather bureau combats the theory
that the climate 8 changing., although It
is a very popular fallacy and has been =0
for more than a century., As |long ago aAs
Thomas Jefferson’s time this bellef was
popular, and Iin regard to It Mr. Jefferson

changes in weather
is a very difficult
they come from.

anything is
that the

is

said: ‘A change of climate is taking place
very preceptibly., Both heat and cold arae
becoming more moderate within the mem-
ory of even the middle-aged SNOWE are
less frequent and less deep. They do not
often lie below the mountains more than
one or two days and very rarely a week,
The snows are remembered to have been
fﬂrmrl'i,\‘ frequent, l’l'1'1¢ and of l*i!}g -
tinuance.’

** “The elderly inform me,” continued Mr,
Jefferson, ‘that the ecarth used to be cov-
ered with snow about three months In
the vear.'

“TPhree or four vears ago,” continued Mr,
I'H\.]ht “atter hu\!!iﬂ the above fjuestion

investigated with reference to all parts of
the globe where records are kept, and par-
ticularly to the statement of Mr. Jefferson,
which 1 just gquoted relative to the climate
of Virginia, the Weather Bureau authorized
a statement of which T will read a part;
Jefferson and his nelghbors were mistaken,

Never during the period of authentic his-
tory has snow covie red the Kl'l"ulﬂd in Vir.
a:u-.'n three months per yYear three vears
in succession, The old inhabltants of Jef-
ferson's time were llke those of to-day-—-
they remember only the abnormalities of
the olimate of twenty-filve ror MAfly years
before and In comparing the unusual cone

ditions of long ago with the average of the
present they were decels T

“This the way It Is at the present
time, vontinued Mr. Bylthe, “there is
positively no change taking place iIn the
climate, and as [ sald before we are have
ing the same old climate that our grand.
fathers and their ancestors enjoyed.
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